
 
ITCPH staff Mariquez A. Sison (left) interviews Ms. Brigida Tabares, one 

of Noel’s farmer-cooperators. 

“Alumnus Noel Bautista: Committed to Boost Genetic Improvement 
and Impart Proper Waste Management in Iloilo Province” 

 
In 1994, Noel R. Bautista came and trained at ATI-ITCPH as an Agriculture Development 
Specialist of the Office of the Provincial Agriculturist (OPA) in Iloilo City. Back then, he was 
just a simple and unassuming guy, with a ready smile for everyone. 
 
Thirteen years later, Noel is now the OIC-Chief of the Livestock Division of OPA. According to 
his boss, OIC-Provincial Agriculturist Ildefonso T. Toledo, “Noel has indeed come a long way 
and has proven himself worthy of his position now. He does not complain of his work 
assignments and has accomplished a lot as an extension worker”. His commitment to work and 
serve the local farmers moved Mr. Bautista to give his best as a public servant. 
 
His hard work paid off when he received an award from the Philippine Society of Animal 
Science (PSAS) as an Outstanding Extension Worker. Noel got the award because of the extent 
and significance of his extension works in the province of Iloilo. After his training, he conducted 
seminars on pig production and delivered technical assistance to swine farmers. He also became 
the Project Leader of the Waste Management Program in the province using the TPED (Tubular 
Polyethylene Digester) technology of the Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI). Through this 
project, almost all municipalities in the province have biogas digesters and 80% are working. 
Thus in 2006, Iloilo won an award because of its successful waste management project under the 
Clean and Green Program. 
 
OIC Toledo said, “The good support of the LGU leaders had also contributed to the success of 
the project”, along with the commitment and “good service of the technicians in the respective 
areas”. The LGU had gained the confidence of its constituents, that is why some pig raisers have 
also adopted the TPED technology and availed of the AI services from different breeding 
stations. At the moment, OPA had established five (5) AI centers already, spread all over the 
province. 
 
Ms. Brigida Tabares is one of the 
cooperators of Mr. Bautista in Cabatuan, 
Iloilo. She raises two (2) sows and plans to 
expand to six (6) sows. Ms. Tabares was 
convinced by Noel to put up the TPED 
units in her farm. Then, the technicians of 
OPA were asked to help her with the 
construction and installation. The digester 
is more than two (2) years old already and 
the gas is being used for cooking. 
 
“Aside from the construction and 
maintenance of the biogas digesters, I also 
consult Noel and his technicians whenever I have problems with my pigs. I send him text 
messages. And for semen doses, I get them from the Cabatuan AI Breeding Center”, Ms. Tabares 
said. 
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Courtesy Call to Gov. Niel D. Tupas, Sr. (middle) 

 
10-Sow Level Piggery Project at the Iloilo 

Rehabilitation Center, being supervised by Noel. 

 
Noel is also supervising the AI breeding centers in 
the province. He learned the technology when he 
attended the 6th International Course on Pig 
Husbandry in 1994 at ATI-ITCPH. According to 
Noel, “The training had helped me master the AI 
technology. More importantly, I gained skills on all 
aspects of pig production which I learned during 
my college days, but theoretically only. The course 
gave me the confidence to do my job as an 
extension worker”. Noel finished his Bachelor of 
Science in Agriculture at Central Philippine 
University. 
 
Mr. Tomas H. Sinense, a former overseas worker 
in the United States is another successful client of 
Noel. He owns a 20-sow level farm in an 
integrated farm. Tom has fish ponds, rice fields, 
and fruit plantation, and also raises cattle and 
layers, and rice fields. He sought the help of Noel 
in the construction of the farm’s TPED which 
serves as source of gas for cooking in the farm. 
The dry manure, on the other hand is being used as 
fertilizer. Mr. Sinense was given the Gawad Saka 
Outstanding Farmer Award in 2006 (province-
wide) and he ranked second in the regional level. 
 
Mr. Bautista (as Project Leader) is now working on the construction of a 10-sow level piggery 
project at the Iloilo Rehabilitation Center (IRC). He designed the pens and the biogas 
installations. Kitchen wastes from the prison will be used as feed substitute for the fatteners. A 
plan to involve the inmates in the management of the pigs is being considered by the head of the 

prison. The project has a budget of 
P700,000 and would also have 
TPED digesters. 
 
“Hard work, good public service and 
commitment produce results that are 
beneficial to my clients. Therefore, I 
would continually do my job as a 
public servant’, concluded Mr. 
Bautista. 
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